[Laboratory tests for detection of antiphospholipid antibodies].
Antiphospholipid antibodies(APA) have been reported to be a heterogeneous family of immunoglobulins. Some APA can be detected via phospholipid dependent coagulation assays when they present as an aspecific coagulation inhibitor, lupus anticoagulant(LA), other antibodies can be measured via immunological assays mostly via their capability to bind to immobilized cardiolipin (anticardiolipin antibody; aCL). Despite their name, APA associated with antiphospholipid syndrome(APS) do not bind phospholipids, but are directed at plasma proteins bound with anionic phospholipids. The antigenic targets of these antibodies include beta 2 glycoprotein I(beta 2 GP I), prothrombin, high- and low-molecular-weight kininogens, annexin V, protein C and protein S. In this article, the current knowledge on the methods of detection and their functional properties are reviewed, and the interaction of these antibodies and acquired activated protein C resistance are discussed.